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B Abundant Life Lessons
Speak Differently Each Time

This was my third time taking Abun-
dant Life part 1. Every time | take it, |
am just reminded of how good God
is. Even though I'm learning about the
same thing every time, these lessons
speak to me differently every single
time. | remember the last time | took
abundant life the lesson that spoke to
me most was the one about leaving
my sins at the foot of the cross. During that time, | was really
insecure about leading praise. | felt like | was not worthy be-
cause | sin so much during the week. So | wanted to quit many
times, but that abundant life session renewed my heart for
serving by teaching me what grace really meant.

This time, the lessons that really spoke to me were the ones
about loving my neighbors. I've been having a tough time
loving the people that God has placed around me. My heart
was filled with anger and bitterness towards many people.
Not because | thought | was better than them, but because |
didn't try to see from their point of view. | would just shove all
that anger down until it started affecting my heart for serving.
Then God showed me through this lesson that | cannot love
on my own. That | need the Holy Spirit to love as Jesus did.
This past week | finally was able to forgive and let go of all the
anger that was shoved in my heart.

I realized as | was writing this reflection that every time | went
through Abundant Life, it has renewed my heart to serve in a
different way. Whenever | felt like quitting, God reminded me
through these lessons that He chose to use me. What an hon-
or and joy it is for God to use someone like me. I'm excited
that I'll finally be able to continue to the next part of abundant
life. I've never done part two and hopefully, | will be able to ex-
perience God just like how | did in every other section. Over-
all, Abundant Life has been great. The hardest part for me is
writing these reflection papers, but without them, | wouldn't
have been able to realize a lot of the lessons I've learned.

Matthew Yang
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#roadtrip! Coram Deo’s day-long excursion to Solvang and
Santa Barbara was just like your childhood family trips: bumpy
roads, “"dad"” yelling at everyone to put on seatbelts, and off-key
singing of brothers and sisters as the van rolls on. Who knew
that life-sized chess could be so intense? Or that antique clocks
could be so interesting? (and expensive; $16k!? Who do you
think | am, Elon Musk?) Countless memories were made, and
will be forever cherished, from running around Solvang’s land-
marks, hurriedly taking selfies with the group, to delicious tacos
as we watched Soo Park hit fly balls out of the park.

Coram Deo is my family in Christ, and | look forward to the
next road trip we'll take together. Z-AT}H | Paul Yang |




